
Thursday evening July 8th The Meads 
Raffle will be held for a Trial Flight  

From Panshangar; 
One Day, One Prize, One Draw, One Winner 

Best  
model 
competition 
date 
re-arranged 
for July 
meeting 

Also inside; our visit to the Uxbridge 
Operations room in June. 

Throcking notices by Jeremy and 
Kyosho at the May meeting 
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We don’t have every person’s email address so, when you receive this make 
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Next Newsletter due October 2010 

HERTFORD FUNDAY    
            SUCCESS 



 
All  of which leads me quite naturally on to our Club 
and its very existence. I’ve commented in past 
editorials on the lack of youngsters in our midst and 
the potential problems of getting them involved in 
our hobby but now I wonder if there is a more 
fundamental reason for them being absent. Is it that 
‘clubs’ such as ours have no value in the modern 
world, are we the dinosaurs being overtaken by the 
ice age of the ‘internet’?  
Let me elucidate thusly; in the past, say anything 
before ten years ago, if you wanted to meet like 
minded people in our chosen hobby you would have 
to join a group that already dealt with the subject. 
There you could see finished models, talk to the 
builders and find out all that you needed to know to 
ensure the potential bundle of fire sticks recently 
purchased at the shop would turn into a delightful 
flying machine. 
Since then of course ‘Almost Ready To Fly’ models 
can now be bought and flown the same afternoon 
without any specialist knowledge. So why would the 
modern modeller require a club?  
Further; by typing in wwwsomethingorother.com 
there is no need to visit a shop as your new purchase 
will be sent for next day delivery to your door at a 
price that leaves you wondering how they make any 
money.  The models are almost guaranteed to fly 
and require virtually no setting up. If there is a 
problem you can dive to the computer, select the 
relevant forum and find out from there why it isn’t 
doing exactly what it says on the box.  
The new model flyer of today, young or old, has a 
wealth of knowledge at their keyboard and most 
likely a direct link to the manufacturer to pass on 
any feedback from the experience. 
The only point then to belonging to a club is to 
ensure you have somewhere to fly and for those 
without a computer.  
But then it also enables a group to get together that 
can be seen and heard when looking for prospective 
flying sites because whatever the internet can do it  
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Editorial   
can’t replace the whole reason for wanting a 
model aeroplane i.e. to fly it in the open air. 
Perhaps the form of the club may evolve over 
time, less monthly meetings away from the flying 
field for instance and no need for a Newsletter as 
we would all be connected by the internet.  
The ‘club’ in its purest form only exists to serve 
its purpose but it seems such a waste of talent not 
to allow it to blossom as our club has done over  
past years and to nurture by way of monthly 
meetings a camaraderie that helps bind us into a 
stronger unit. A stronger club gives us some 
weight when it comes to either defending our 
flying sites or trying to obtain new ones and in 
my view that kind of strength can only come 
from meeting each other personally away from 
the flying field and its many distractions. 
I guess the question changes from the more 
ethereal ‘Do clubs need to exist’ to the more 
practical ‘Does the club need to change?’ 
I don’t profess to know the answer, just to note 
that we have hardly any young members in the 
club and that situation can not be a healthy state 
of affairs for HMAC’s future as it stands today. 
On a different note; when I first started compiling 
this quarter’s Newsletter the weather outside was 
truly dreadful but now as I come to the end we 
have just had the hottest day of the year so far. 
Our summer is never predictable. 

No, for the 
umpteenth time, that 
is not Tom Cruise. 
This is me snapped 
by my daughter 
Rachel whilst I 
ponder over the 
keyboard hoping for 
inspiration rather 
than exasperation. 

Latest Raffle Winner 

A broad smile demonstrates Mr Huggins delight at 
winning this month’s latest raffle prize of a 
Kyosho Minium Cub. I believe Colin when he says 
he resisted the temptation to test it out at home!  
The next prize is a Full size, half hour flying 
lesson from Panshangar.  
It was due to be drawn at the June meeting but a 
low turn out meant it has been postponed to July’s 
meeting at The Meads in Hertford. 
One day, one prize, one draw, one winner. 



version for either electric or I/C. Aside from the 
aircraft they also displayed some of the R/C cars 
from Kyosho and these were expertly driven 
around the course by the National champion in 
this particular class. I know what you’re thinking 
“cars at a flying club?”  but judging by the 
numbers that had a go it may be the future! 
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Mr Murchie  
 

 Mr Murchie who originally allowed us to 
fly in his field at Throcking passed away 

during April after a short illness.  
As a club we are sending a cheque to a 

Leukaemia charity instead of flowers at the 
request of his son Ian. 

We send our condolences to the family and 
our thanks to Jeremy for keeping the club 
informed and in contact with them during 

this sad period. 

There was also this very neat electric Spitfire which 
is slightly bigger than the Minium range but very 
well detailed. At £150.00 it comes complete with 
transmitter, the only extras required are the batteries 
for the radio and the model. We were so impressed 

Another Minium, the series just gets bigger 

May Meeting with Kyosho 

with this little beauty that we snaffled one for the 
Hertford Funday raffle prize and the price was 
kindly reduced for us as well. 
I notice they do an ME109 in the same range. 
Combat anyone? 
Aside from some of their latest products there were 
plenty of catalogues given out to be pored over later 
in the comfort of our own homes. Inside I found a 
range of electric ducted fan types including; 
Phantom, Raptor, Fighting Falcon (F-16) and 
Intruder (A-6). Jets are not my thing but I think I 
could be tempted with one of these models. 
Although it was an odd sight to have cars running 
around at a model flying meeting it did mean that 
there was something going on to provide another 
dimension to the static display and as we have seen 
in previous meetings most of us do have alternative 
hobbies to model aircraft.  
Our thanks to Neil for showing us the Kyosho range 
of models and to Harold, for organising his 
attendance at our evening gathering. 

Some of the latest products in the Kyosho range 
were put on display for us at the May meeting 
including these two versions of the Edge 540, one 
in the Minium range and the other a larger  



 Yes, by crikey, that’s me on the front page (the one 
with the hat) after several years of the Newsletter I 
finally made it, the editor must like me! 
Although a cloudy start, when it looked like we might 
get a short sharp shower, the weather lifted and gave 
us a magnificent day.  
As you can see from the front page I was able to 
speak to the Mayor and explain our hobby and some 
of the latest innovations including the gradual move 
from i/c engines over to electric power. 

Hertford Funday  
June 6th 
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A view of our model enclosure with Phil’s 
‘Harvard’ centre back 

 

Interestingly some of the old ideas of model aircraft 
still prevail such as the noise issue and also the 
‘large’ size of the models that we fly.  
We did meet one chap who knew the original fliers 
that set up the HMAC way back in the seventies; he 
used to fly with another club in Ware at that time but 
hasn’t continued with the hobby.  
Phil Matthews brought along several aircraft 
including a ME163 Komet and a Harvard that he set 
up on the ground so that people could operate its 
functions including retracting the undercarriage. 
I used excess pages from old Newsletters to create a 
front hoarding that wrapped around the table and 
also made posters advertising our raffle prize for the 
day. As previously mentioned this was a Kyosho 
Spitfire that fitted in with the theme of the Funday 
which was WWII.  
I have to give unreserved praise to Harold Stern at 
this point who tirelessly implored the public to part 
with a pound for a raffle ticket and without him I 
don’t think we would have sold half as many tickets 
as we did. It was eventually won by a young lad 
who’s arm had been broken earlier in the month and 
was clearly delighted with his prize. His Mum gently 
suggested that he wait until his arm had healed 
before trying to fly the model! A possible new 
young member when he does try? 

Our Chairman came along with his Acrowot and 
Pat turned up with a competition free flight model 
to help show the diversity of our hobby. I brought 
along two of my Dad’s models both of which are 
electric; a Hurricane and a FW190. 
I also set up a little table for making a simple 
balsa and card glider for the very young that 
proved extremely popular. I did not charge for 
these but they made the parents feel as though 
they should buy a raffle ticket so they did pay off 
in an oblique fashion. 
During the afternoon we would get a wave of 
people swarming over our stand and then a lull 
before the next wave came across.  
Once the public are engaged in talking about 
model aircraft it is surprising to hear the number 
of men that tried it out once, inevitably it seems 
crashed and then didn’t pursue it any further. 
Most would ask where-abouts we flew and on 
hearing it is the Meads would then say they had 
seen us from a distance but had not realised how 
big the models were and here we are only talking 
about your standard 5-6 foot span aircraft.  
The development of electric motors to power our 
models comes as a surprise to many people when 
asking about the engines and whilst they readily 
accept them in the smaller types it is not seen as 
possible to power anything over about a two foot 
wingspan. 
Later in the evening when the show had finished 
Colin Richards was able to demonstrate his light 
weight ‘Vapor’ that although designed for indoor 
flying coped remarkably well outside. 
Perhaps next year we should look at having some 
models with charged up batteries to power the 
electric motors as I think it would draw people to 
our stand if we ran them up. Also it would show 
them what kind of power they develop and the 
noise levels, although for comparison we should 
start up a small diesel engine next to it!  
So, in conclusion, an excellent day then where we 
made a profit on the raffle and found the general 
public to be genuinely interested in what we do. 
Here’s looking forward to next year’s show.  



Cosford Trip  

 

We had hoped to organise a coach trip as 
we have done in previous years but a lack 

of numbers has meant cancelling the 
venture for this year’s event. 

A & B certificates 
 

As yet we have had no response from anyone 
wanting to try and gain either of these levels. 

Although not compulsory it is worth trying for 
the ‘A’ certificate as some other clubs do insist 

on this and it’s a good boost to your 
confidence once attained. 

August Evening Meeting  
at Throcking 

 

(Party in the Park or Food in the Field) 
This is just a regular meeting but hopefully 

with some flying and eating involved. 
 

The barbeque will be lit so bring along some 
food to get it cremated to your own personal 
taste and a drink to wash down the flavour of 

burnt charcoal. 
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June meeting at Throcking 
 

This was meant to be our best model 
competition as well as a flying evening but 
alas the weather had other plans so that I, 
along with many others, opted to stay at 

home. Apparently there were a few hardy 
souls that braved the elements to whom I can 
only apologise for our lack of attendance but 
that is always the chance we take with these 

summer meetings at our flying sites. 

Throcking Notices  
From Jeremy 

 
New cows and calves are in the field and have 
damaged the fence and landing patch by leaving 
behind things you don’t want to step in. On one 
evening (June meeting) they were at the gate by the 
hut and were nosing around it, no doubt they will try 
to push it open!!  In the past they have had the 
electric fence down several times and I have had to 
purchase a new energiser box along with a new 
earth post after an attack by a suicide squad of ants. 
 
Consequently can we make sure that; 
 
1.  The field gate is closed at all times even when 
we are in the field and also that it is chained, bolted 
and wired closed when leaving at the end of the 
flying session. 
 
2. The new electric fence energiser box is to be left 
in position as the earth post and the spike on the box 
are hard wired for better contact (the power wires to 
the battery are short and easily pulled off the battery 
posts) and have been accidentally left disconnected 
in the past.  
There is a rocker switch under the unit to switch it 
on and off. The unit has a flashing tell tale light on 
the front when the unit is on and you can hear the 
unit ticking once the fence is live. 
 
3. Do not park close to the gate and keep a space 
that will allow a tractor to pass into either field from 
the road way. 
 
4. From September to January on certain Mondays 
there will be clay pigeon shooting going on and we 
have been asked not to fly on these days! 

July 8th 
Best Model Competition 

&  
‘Win a flight’ raffle 

prize 
 

Because the June meeting was washed out at 
Throcking the reserve day for the Best model 
competition will be brought into action at the 

Meads in Hertford. 
The plan is that the model must fly to be eligible 
for entry, no fancy flight schedule is required, 

just up, round and down will suffice. 

One day, One prize, One draw,  
One winner 

The raffle will also be drawn at this meeting 
for the prize of a half hour trial lesson from 

Panshangar.  
Tickets are £1.00 each and only available on 

the night. 



Uxbridge Operations Rooms 

On Sunday June 20th a small group of us visited the 
Ops room in Uxbridge for a most memorable trip. 
Meeting at RAF Uxbridge we all had to be signed in 
before being escorted round to the far side of the site 
where we visited our first historical building, the 
toilets. The Ops room is entered via an unimposing 
concrete block that is the top of a stair case 
descending some 60 foot underground, this depth is 
significant as it could not be penetrated by any 
known bomb of the period. 
Once settled in the room our host, Mr Christopher 
Wren, gave a most detailed and specific account of 
all the events surrounding the Battle of Britain. He 
explained, for example, the use of the colour 
segmented clock, for showing how old plots on the 
table were, as well as the sequenced lights on the 
board labelled with the fighter airfields to show their 

70 odd steps down and a similar number back up 

make me thankful and grateful to those that 
refused to look at the bleakness of it all and got 
on with their job regardless of the consequences. 
We belittle the words ‘brave’ and ‘courage’ when 
we use them in reference to footballers and the 
like of our modern times. 
After his talk we were led to another room for a 
short film on the Battle of Britain before 
wandering around their most comprehensive 
museum that spans several more rooms. We had 
been allocated a morning to view the Ops rooms 
but I could have happily stayed for another 
couple of hours just to soak in the atmosphere 
and view the myriad of objects on display.  
I had planned to join some of our party for lunch 
but by the time we surfaced they had moved on 
so my friend and I visited the RAF museum in 
Hendon to get a complete Battle of Britain day 
overload. 
Our thanks go to Harold who organised the visit 
and also to our host Mr Christopher Wren. 
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The plotting table for the South East of England 

The state of any squadron could be seen at a 
glance from this board 

state of readiness. 
Right here though was a humbling experience, 
this Ops room, so compact in its set up, yet so 
vitally important to our present day. To think that 
in here Winston Churchill puffed on his cigar 
whilst watching the day’s events unfold below 
him. Just over there behind a specially fitted glass 
window the King and Queen looked on as their 
brave subjects defended them and themselves.  
The plotting table in front of you is the original 
one that saw the onslaught of the battle 
throughout those summer months and perhaps it 
is the fact that this is such a concentrated hub of 
information that you realise, or at least I now do, 
how close we came to failure. Everything had to 
work in unison, there could be no wasted time or 
irrelevant operations, it was that critical. I have 
read numerous books on the subject but to have a 
tangible link with this moment of our history did 



My  apologies to Phil first of all, he showed me this 
engine and I made a few brief notes that have just 
disappeared! So all I can add on here is to say it 
looks lovely and I wonder what airframe he has in 
mind for it?  
 

RAF Museum Hendon 

And Finally…A battle of Britain Chess set 

 

You may remember seeing this some years ago 
when we held an evening of ‘Unfinished 
projects’. Well, it is now most definitely a 
finished project and awaiting its first flight.  
Four channels and an APS30 four stroke up front 
should see it fly in the manner of its inspiration. 
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Electric ducted fan Hunter 
By Phil Matthews 

Page Aviation’s ‘New Bee’ 
by Brian Ward  

Phil Matthews Vee Twin 
 

“Here  are some shots of my foam ducted fan 
Hawker Hunter on a slow fly past at Bassingbourn. 
Chris Bramwell took them on Saturday at Royston 
model flying club's open day, 
It took off well and flew in a very scale manner but 
my landing was slightly cross wind. It bounced, 
flipped onto its back and broke a wing off. 
Fortunately it is a clean break, so not too much 
damage and I should have it fixed in a few hours.”  
 

Not too much to tell other than to report on a big 
improvement at the Battle of Britain hall. The 
Sunderland is once again open for a walk through 
tour and they have replaced the front of the 
building with glass to allow light to flood in at 
long last. Although, I’m afraid to say that at the 
nose of the Sunderland is a wall that then keeps 
the remainder of the exhibits in gloomy darkness. 

Same pose, different year, still lovely spats 



 

 

This part of the newsletter is put aside for anything you may want to buy, swap or sell. 
Contact details can be added to the box or left with a committee member. To place your 
adverts either send an email to my address or see me on a club night and it will be included 
free of charge in the next issue. To contact buyers/sellers contact the editor in the first place. 
Email: colinm.gustav@virgin.net 

Flying Times 
 

Throcking. 
10:00 to 19:00 all days. 

 

The Meads. 
Saturday; 10:00 to 17:00 

1st & 3rd Sunday of each month, times are; 
10:00 to 13:00 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
10:00 to 19:00 

Bank Holidays; 10:00 to 14:00 
Tuesday; NO i/c flying 

H.M.A.C. Contacts 
 

Chairman 
Richard Barron 
Treasurer. 

Jeremy Scott-Hake 
Tel: 01763 272 282 

Secretary & Editor. 
Colin Morley 

Tel: 01279 424 728 
Web Site; www.hertfordmac.co.uk 

Submissions 
 

Any articles you have can be sent either 
in a word document via email or handed 
to me on a scrap of paper at the next club 

night! 
If you don’t have the time or the 

inclination I will write the article for you 
and take photos if required. Anything is 

possible just let me know! 
 

Email: colinm.gustav@virgin.net 
 

Diary Dates 
Evening meetings (In Blue) held at; 

 

The Age Concern Hall, Priory 
Street, Ware, Herts. 

 

July 8th (Evening meet) 
Summer meeting at The Meads and 

Best Model Competition, also 
Raffle for a Full size trial lesson 

 

July 25th 

Invited to BBQ at Havering Club 
 

August 12th (Evening meet) 
Second Summer meet at Throcking 

with barbeque  
(bring your own food and drink) 

 

August 15th 
BBQ at Throcking and invitation to 

Havering club 
 

September 9th  
Indoor Helicopter Competition 

 

October 14th 
Possible talk on Airbrushing 

techniques 
 

November 11th 
AGM, Bring and Buy and 

Mainly Models 
 

Pinehurst Hall (Hertford)  
Indoor Flying  

Last Thursday of each month 


